Mr. Hobbs
Guidelines and Expectations

2009-2010
Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year.  I am looking forward to a year filled with excitement and creativity.  I encourage each of you to explore the opportunity to expand your learning skills and reach your highest potential.  Below you will find helpful hints, class expectations, and guidelines, which will help you to be successful in our class.  Please read over this material with your parents and sign the last page.  You will be expected to turn in a signed copy at the end of the first week of school.  Good luck and let’s make this a great year!

Class Expectations:
· All class members will treat each other with respect

· Please be ready for class; this includes having books and homework available when class begins

· Please do not borrow materials from anyone else without their permission

· Value the opinions of others—some of our most valuable lessons are those we learn from others

· Please listen while others are speaking; you are encouraged to voice your ideas, but please wait until  the time is appropriate
· Raise your hand
· Please be sure to turn in your own work (Please see school guidelines regarding cheating/plagiarism)
Consequences:

· Warning

· Conduct Card

· Student/Teacher Conference

· Parent Phone Call

· Administrative Visit
· Parent/Teacher/Student  Conference

Quality Work:

· Students must place the correct heading format for all work in the upper right hand corner of paper.  The format is as follows:

Name

Date

Hours

Assignment

· Work should be written neatly or typed; be sure it is legible

· Use only pencil or blue/black pens

· Assignments written in highlighters, markers, and colored ink will not be accepted

· Crumbled or torn papers will not be accepted; always take pride in your work

· All writings should be titled with correct capitalization

Reading Workshop:

We will work on reading skills throughout the year.  Some of our activities during this time will include: comprehension skills, determining text structures and types, summarizing, defining theme and main idea, and understanding critical literary terms.  Reading and writing go hand in hand; in order to do well in writing, one must draw from reading experience.  Therefore, you will be required to continuously read throughout the year.  We will have time in class to read and discuss literature, but you will also be required to read at home on a nightly basis.  A Reading Workshop Folder will be turned in at the end of the nine weeks for a test grade.  All reading activities given throughout the quarter will be included in this folder.  The following information will be helpful to you during Reading Workshop:
· ALWAYS have your current novel in class

· Keep up on all activities for your folder

· Read at home every night

· Be ready to conference about your novel

· Letter Essays on a novel will be written every three weeks; be prepared

· Be ready to give a book talk to your classmates

· Keep a “Someday” list of books you would like to read

· Look for great examples of writing (leads, language, characterization)

· Enjoy reading—let it take you to another world

Writing Workshop:

We will reinforce the writing process on a weekly basis throughout the year.  Our workshop will consist of reading examples of literature and working on specific skills presented in mini lessons.  We will produce pieces of writing from each of the text types.  We will continuously work on the writing process and reinforce skills to allow us to become better writers.  Students will be required to work on most writings in class; however, if a piece cannot be completed by the deadline given, students will need to work on that piece at home.  Students will be graded on writing using either the six traits rubric or the writing process rubric.  All writings will be used as either a quiz or test grade.  A notebook will be compiled throughout the year, and published writings will be placed in this notebook to be handed in at the end of each quarter.  The following hints will prove to be helpful during Writing Workshop:
· Listen carefully to the literature being read

· Use handouts given in class

· Use your time wisely in class

· Complete work by deadline

· Use your Writer’s Notebook

· Write down any interesting phrases/words you might want to use in your work someday

· Use figurative language

· Step away from the ordinary; be creative

Homework:

There is a limited amount of homework given to students; however, if a student is absent or cannot complete an assignment in class by the deadline, he/she will be asked to complete it for homework.  There will be times when I will ask students to work on something at home (research, bringing supplies etc) for a lesson we will be working on in class.  It is my expectation that the student will be prepared with those materials for the next class.  I encourage all students and parents to visit Schoolnotes.com on a weekly basis to find out what our plans will be for the week.  Students should read for at least thirty minutes on a daily basis.
Absences:

I ask that all students who are absent visit with me before or after school to find out about missing work.  It is very difficult for me to stop in the middle of a lesson or to prolong the start of a new class to go over assignments with a student who has been absent.  I encourage any student to come visit with me if he/she is absent, needs time to work on an assignment, and/ or needs extra help.  

Late Work:

Late work will be dealt with on an individual basis.  Assignments are expected on the due date during the class period.  Students are expected to hand in assignments, even if they are late, at a lowered percentage.   If there is a specific situation, I may deal with that individually.  Students will be asked to write his/her parent a letter if missing assignments become a problem.
Materials:

Students will need the following materials in my class:
· Red three-prong folder (Reading Workshop)

· Blue three-prong folder (Writing Workshop)
· One marble composition notebook with pages sewn in (reading/writing notebook)

· One inch three ring binder (please do not bring in anything larger)

· one accordion folder with elastic closure

· three glue sticks

· one pack of twenty clear sheet protectors

· black or blue pens

· pencils
· one can of colored play-doh

Communication:
Please feel free to contact me with any concerns regarding your student.  Email is usually the easiest way to contact me, but if you would like to call I will get back to you as soon as possible.  My plan period is from 9:30-10:14 and team is from 2:05-2:50.  

· Grades will be updated on Powerschool every two weeks
· Check Schoolnotes.com every Monday morning for our weekly schedule

· Please call the school if you need to set up a personal conference

· Email: hobbsm@usd385.org
· Phone: 218-4610

Grading:

Students will be graded using the following categories:

· Participation - 5%

· Daily Work - 25%

· Projects, Tests. Quizzes – 70%

Overview:

Quarter One:

· Introduction to procedures
· Text types and structures

· Best reading practices/strategies

· Writing in each text type

· Daily practice activities

· Various mini-projects to reinforce writing/reading strategies

· Daily in class reading

· Identifying figurative language

· Introduction to public speaking
Quarter Two:

· Class novel--Stealing Freedom 
· Continue working on identifying text types and structures

· Practice writing with detail
· Writing in each text type

· Various speaking opportunities

· Team activities

· Working with word parts

· Daily reading in class

· Various reading activities

· Focus on expository writing

· Literary elements

Quarter Three:

· Focus on State Writing Assessment guidelines
· Class Novel—Night
· The Diary of Anne Frank

· Elements of Drama

· Compare/Contrast Essay

· Word Part Study

· Continued study of figurative language

· Focus on Expository Writing

· Tall Tales and Legends

· Main idea and summarizing

· Continued study of text structures

· In class and at home reading

· Holiday writing

· State Reading Assessment preparation

Quarter Four:

· Introduction to writing children’s books

· Poetry study

· Various poetry writings

· Introduction to research

· Research paper

· Poetry tournament

· Speech preparation/presentation

· Continued in class and at home reading
Student Responsibility:

· Attend Class

· Complete work and turn in on time

· Be attentive

· Give 100% effort

· Have an open mind

Parent Responsibility:

· Foster good work ethic

· Monitor progress

· Be available to help

· Have open lines of communication

Teacher Responsibility:

· Treat each student equally and with respect

· Relay instructions effectively

· Be available (outside of class)

· Use a variety of instruction 

Thank you for taking the time to read over the guidelines.  Please take a moment to fill out and sign the attached sheet.  The signature sheet is due no later than August 21, 2008.
I am looking forward to a great year!  If something was not covered in this information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
Matt Hobbs
Please fill out this sheet and return to Mr. Hobbs by August 21, 2008.
I have read the guidelines and expectations for this class, and understand the importance of following these expectations.

Student’s Signature _______________________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature ________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Email Address ____________________________________________________________

Daytime Phone ___________________________________________________________________

We are always looking for interesting speakers.  If you have expertise in a particular field and would like to visit with us, please fill out the information below.

I would be interested in coming in to speak about ________________________________________

You may reach me at: ______________________________________________________________

In order to reinforce the use of sensory details in our writing, we sometimes use food items.  If you would be willing to donate any food items throughout the year, please check the box below.
_____  I would be willing to donate items for a particular assignment

Please use the space below for any comments you may have regarding your child or this class.

