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Upcoming Events 
May 1: Family Fun Night 

May 4-8: Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 4-13: Spring DIBELS 

May 5-8: MAP Testing (Gr. 4 & 5) 

May 5: 3rd Grade Community Field Trip 

May 6: School Nurse’s Day 

May 6: Math Club @ 3:40 

May 7: Mother’s Day Tea (K-Burrus) 

May 8: 2nd Grade Eye Dissection 

May 8: Kindergarten Visitation 

May 11: BOE Meeting 

May 11: Site Council 

May 11: Yearbooks sent home 

May  11-13: MAP Testing (Gr. 1-3) 

May 13: ELP Survivor Games 

May 13: STUCO meeting @ 3:40 

May 14: Field Day (Gr. 3-5 in am, Gr. K-2 in pm) 

May 14: AR Parties (Gr. 1-5) 

May 14: Band Concert in the Park—TBA 

May 15: ALL LIBRARY BOOKS DUE 

May 15: AR Year-end celebration 

May 15: Last Day for snack milk (Gr. K-2) 

May 18: 5th Grade Conduct Party 

May 18: Faculty Basketball Game, 2:00 pm 

May 19: Variety Show, 9:30 am 

May 19: 5th Grade Promotion, 2:00 pm 

May 20: LAST DAY OF SCHOOL—FULL DAY! 

May 20: End of Year Assembly, 9:30 am 

As we publish our last newsletter for the year, I would like 

to say thank you to all of our Cottonwood Families.  We are 

fortunate to have a community of caring, involved parents 

who support children’s learning.  Our students strive to be 

responsible, respectful young people.  Our teachers give of 

themselves to ensure that no child is left behind.  Though we 

don’t always agree or always have the perfect day, we will 

always try to do what is right for the Cottonwood community.  

Thank you to all stakeholders for sharing your lives with us. 

Mrs. Rooks 

The week of May 4th is  
Teacher Appreciation Week.   
Cottonwood Elementary truly  

appreciates all of our fine 
teachers, paras and 

educators. 

The nurse’s office is in need of 

replacement clothing.  If you would 

like to make a donation, we are 

greatly in need of slightly new or 

used 

 

shorts 

sweats 

socks 

underwear 

 

of all sizes for both boys and girls. 

Change in the Last Day of  School  

Due to the transition and movement of elementary 

teachers this summer, the Andover Elementary 

Schools last day of school will by May 20th.  

This will provide the elementary teachers the 

opportunity to pack and prepare for the movement 

of classrooms this summer.  Again, this is just for 

elementary schools.  AMS, ACMS, AHS, ACMS 

will still have their last day on May 21st with a 1 

hour early release. 



Summer Activities 

Please check the table in the school office for summer activity brochures. 
The following are available: 

 
Art CampñMasterpieces and Munchies 

Kansas STARBASE Summer Academies 

Butler County Emergency Medical Services Kids Camp 

Baker University Summer Reading Skills Programs 

Camp Invention 

Rojos Sports AcademyñSoccer Camp 

Butler Community College òKidsõ Collegeó 

Mad Science Enrichment Program 

Injury Prevention for Cheer & Dance 

Network 4 BallersñN4B Basketball Academy 

Andover Football Camp 

JJD Sport Mega Football Camp 

IPSA Soccer Camp (Boys & Girls) 

Andover Dance Magic 

The recent ñLight, Camera, Bookò, book fair was a huge success! Everyone was a winner!! Thanks to all who 
shopped and supported this event. We know that during the evening of the Art Fair, the lines for purchasing 
books were long. We appreciated your patience during this especially busy time. A portion of the money 
collected from your purchases affords the library the opportunity to purchase new books and supplies.  
  
Students received $2.00 coupons courtesy of the PTO for each child to purchase (or apply to a purchase of) 
a book.   
 
A drawing was held and the lucky winners each received a $10 gift certificate to be used at the book fair. 
The winners were: 
 
KindergartenðMelissa in Mrs. Burrusô class 
First gradeðJerome in Mr. Hestermanôs class 
Second gradeðJustin in Mrs. Highfillôs class 
Third gradeðCaleb in Mrs. Thengvallôs class 
Fourth gradeðWill in Mrs. Emmonsô class 
Fifth grade, Megan in Mrs. Carterôs class 
Mrs. Hodge won the teacher drawing and Sasha Brown won the staff drawing.  
 
For the popcorn estimation, there were 1,153 pieces of popcorn in the big tub. The winners of the popcorn 
estimations were Lauren in Mrs. Gallagherôs 5th grade and Emily in Mrs. Goeringôs  5th grade class.  



Nurse Notes         Brenda Helmer, RN, MSN  

Hello from the health office!  Vision and hearing screenings are complete and referrals have been sent out to parents.  If you have 

not received any referral information from our office concerning your child’s vision and hearing screenings, then your child passed 

the screening.  We perform vision screening in K, 1st, 2nd, and 4th grades and hearing screening in K, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, & 5th grades.  If you 

have any questions concerning any of the screenings we provide, please call our office at 218-4620, option 3. 

 

If your child receives any medication at school, either over-the-counter or prescription medication, please make arrangements with 

our office to pick up any remaining medication at the end of the school year. If you wish for your student to pick up his/her 

medication, please call or send a written note to our office.  If we do not hear from you, the medication will be discarded after the 

last day of school.  Please remember, if your child will need to take medication at school next year, a new medication release form 

will need to be completed with your signature and a physician signature.  The forms can be found on the district website in the 

Nurses Corner or may be picked up in the nurse’s office.  Please have this form completed before the beginning of next school year.  

Thanks for your cooperation with this. 

 

We often have students who come to the nurse's office in need of a change of clothing; however we are running low on clothing.  

We have a particular need for shorts, sweats, socks, and underwear in all sizes for both boys and girls.  If you would like to make a 

donation, it would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Even with the return of nice weather and more outside activities, we are still having reported cases of several communicable 

diseases, such as strep throat along with various other viral illnesses.  If your child develops a rash or fever, please consult with your 

family doctor to determine the diagnosis.  Please report any communicable disease diagnosis to the school nurse’s office, as our 

policy is to send notes out to parents when two or more cases of the same disease are reported in an individual classroom. 

 

Have a healthy, happy month!  

CLIP-N-SAVE-CLIP-N-SAVE-CLIP-N-SAVE-CLIP-N-SAVE-CLIP-N-SAVE-CLIP-N-SAVE-CLIP-N-SAVE-CLIP-N-SAVE-CLIP-N-SAVE-CLIP-N-SAVE-CLI 

 
 

BOX TOPS & SOUP LABEL COLLECTION 
During the summer months, keep an eye out for box tops and soup labels on 
the products you buy everyday. Save them over the summer and send them 

back to school in the fall.  
Also, Box Tops just announced that the Avery name (labels, paper, 

highlighters and other school supplies) will start rolling out box top coupons 
on packaging starting this summer. 

Campbellõs soup labels are on a lot more than soup. They are also on 
Goldfish, Spaghetti-oõs, V-8 juices, and Peppridge Farm products. 
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Cottonwood’s Lost and Found is filling up!! 
 

Please check our Lost and Found box and hangers.  Since January we have collected 

many coats, jackets, sweaters and other articles of clothing.  Please come take a look 

for lost items. Any items not claimed by the end of the school year, will be donated to 

Goodwill. 



HAVE YOU RECENTLY UPGRADED YOUR DIGITAL CAMERA? 

 
Please consider donating your old one to cottonwood  

 
Cottonwood would like to have digital cameras that the teachers 
can use frequently to capture the moments that fly by. Ideally, we 
would like to have one camera for each grade level (6 total 
cameras). They do not need to be new, but we would prefer that 
they have the following features:  
 

Minimum 5.0 megapixels  

Flash capability  

Usb cables if necessary  

Memory cards  

 
We thank you in advance for your generosity!  

The Cottonwood Fitness Club is in it's fourth year.   

The club’s  main objective is to get students who aren't 

normally active to become active, to "get moving."   The 

project has definitely worked.  

At recess, students carry fitness cards and the teacher 

marks the card when a lap has been completed.  The kids 

must follow the fence row.  Six laps is equivalent to one 

mile and it requires four miles, or 24 laps, to complete an 

entire card.  The extra incentive to the program, besides 

the health benefit, is that the kids can earn “foot” tokens.  

     This program is sponsored by Mr. Smith. 

Kindergarten Visitation Day is Friday, May 8th.  This 

is the day that we invite the future kindergartners to 

visit the school and spend some time in the classroom.  If 

you have a child that will be 5 years old before Sept. 1st, 

please call the school office if you have not done so. 

 

The current kindergartners will not attend school on May 

8th due to this visitation. 

The Cottonwood 
Student Council is 
wrapping up a very 
successful year.  
The school store earned 
money to provide many 
projects for the Cottonwood 
community. Some of these 
projects included: new 
benches in front of the school, 
Live Free-United Way 
collection, miscellaneous 
technology upgrades, donation 
to sharing and caring, and 
various appreciation gifts for 
the staff, among other things. 
The students have cleaned up 
the school grounds and will 
work concession stands for the 
Family Fun Night. The student 
council appreciates the support 
for helping Cottonwood as we 
develop our leadership and 
community service skills.  
Have a great summer!!   

Summer Learning: 

It seems the older you get, the shorter the 

school year gets. (Remember when summer 

didn’t come quickly enough?)  

So now that you’re staring at the “lazy, hazy, 

crazy days of summer,” what now?  Many 

kids would like nothing more than a TV and a 

full refrigerator. But you know that they need 

more stimulation than that.  

Did you know the average student forgets 

nearly 60% of the math and reading skills 

learned during the school year? Parents can 

help prevent this loss and save hours of back-

to-school review.  

Your children’s teachers would like you to 

know that reading, math, and science skills 

slip during the summer if they don’t get exer-

cised.  Here are some other ideas for you and 

your children to have a fun, stimulating sum-

mer.  

Read. Let your child see you spend time read-

ing, and make sure to set aside time each day 

for reading. Some parents attach an incentive 

to reading time: for every 30 minutes they 

read, they get another 30 minutes of TV time.  

Visit the library often.  Sign up for summer 

reading programs. Find the stacks of chil-

dren’s magazines and take some home for fun 

reading times. 

Visit the library often.  Sign up for 

summer reading programs. Find the stacks 

of children’s magazines and take some 

home for fun reading times. 

Art Projects. Save up loose change and 

head to the craft store to find an inexpensive 

project to do together. It might involve 

counting and sorting, or mixing ingredients 

to make paint or clay.  

Word games. Grocery stores and discount 

stores have inexpensive puzzle books with 

crosswords and word search puzzles. Sit 

down together and solve a puzzle!  

Plan a vacation together. Visit the library 

or go online together to find out all you can 

about the place you plan to visit this 

summer. Read maps and guidebooks. List 

the places you want to see along the way. 

Plan a budget for the trip as well. A fifth- or 

sixth-grade child can even help calculate 

gas mileage every time you fill the tank!  

Make a scrapbook of photos and 

mementos of your summer trip. Have 

your child write out captions below each 

item.  

Write a family newsletter and produce it 

on the computer.  

Make cookies together. Have your child 

read the directions to you. Let him measure 

the ingredients. For a challenge, double the 

recipe and have him figure out the new 

measurements!  

Make a list of regular summer jobs. 

Doing household chores provide important 

life skills and teach responsibility.  

Plant a garden. If you don’t have much 

room, plant a couple of flowers in pots. 

Give your child some responsibility for 

these growing plants, like watering and 

weeding.  

Save up loose change and decide whether 

to get a hamster or goldfish. Have your 

children write up an agreement about taking 

care of the animal, cleaning its cage or tank, 

feeding, etc.  

Spend quality time together. 



Congratulations to Mrs. Alysia Emmons, 4th grade teacher.   

She is Cottonwood’s Golden Apple Award winner for the  

2008-2009 school year.  

  

Mrs. Melinda Fritze, parent volunteer, will receive the Helping Hand Award. 

 

Andover Vet Clinic and Drs. Cathy and Gary Harmon, 

will receive the Golden Key Award. 

 

 Congratulations to all! 

Enrollment for the 2009 -10 school year  
Enrollment packets for next school year will be mailed to your home address in 
July.  Please complete and sign the necessary forms, make payment for 
enrollment fees and lunches, and return to the school office by August 10th. 
The first day of school for grades 1 through 5 will be Thursday, August 20th.  
Kindergartners will start school on Monday, August 24th. 

Join the Andover Public Library this summer for our annual Summer Reading Program   
  

The library is hosting it¬s summer reading program from May 26-June 

26th. There will be a reading celebration on June 27th. For more 
information, contact the Andover Public Library at 1511 E Central Ave, 

Andover, 316 -558 -3500.  

Thank you to our PTO officers Mikki Cohen, Susan Dotson, Brandie Gaddis and Lynne 
Schneider for a successful year. Together with your help we have hosted a fundraiser; Mother/
Son baseball game; Father/Daughter dance; AR parties; Teacher Appreciation Night and 
Family Fun Night. PTO has purchased another set of Active Expressions, Mad Science for 4th 
grade, teacher gift cards, an author visit and a visit from Radio Disney.  
 

Thank you to you all for your support of Cottonwood Elementary!  


