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The Cottonwood Buzz

Mprs. Rooks, Principal
August 29, 2008

Cottonwood Elementary
1747 N. Andover Rd.
Andover, KS 67002
218-4620

school website. If you aren’t able to view the newsletter, please contact the office.

The Cottonwood Buzz is published at the end of each month. The newsletter includes news from the principal, important
school events, student achievement, information from the nurse, counselor, PTO and food service. The lunch menu is also attached.
We hope to publish student work throughout the year. The first edition of the newsletter is being printed for all families. If during
enrollment you checked the box to have the newsletter emailed to you or to view it on-line, please be sure to check your in-box or the

Dear Cottonwood families,

It is with pleasure that I welcome you to our first building newsletter for the 08-09 school
year. The first two weeks have flown by. New teachers, new supplies, new clothes and new
friends have been small parts of our beginning. We are all quickly becoming a new
Cottonwood community.

As of this newsletter, our population looks like this:

Kindergarten 46

1 Grade 66

2" Grade 59

3" Grade 79

4" Grade 76

5" Grade 53

Total 377

It seems much different with 377 students in the building instead of 525. We are grateful for
the opportunity to work with each child and hope this year is the best yet. I would like to
invite you to visit your child’s classr
wonderful job of teaching and we are very proud of our students. Learning is exciting,
challenging and amazing. Each day brings new discoveries. If we stop learning, we stop
growing. Come be a part of our discoveries.

Notes from Mrs. Rooks

Upcoming Events

Sept 1

Sept 2

Sept 4

Sept 8

Sept 19
Sept 22

Sept 25-27 Greater Andover Days

Oct 6

Oct 7

Seloxit

Oct9

NO SCHOOL
Labor Day

Instrument Display Night
(5th grade) 6-8 pm

Picture Days; all
students will have their
pictures taken

Board of Education
meeting

Walk to School

NO SCHOOL
Inservice

Parent/Teacher
conferences 4:00-6:00

Parent/Teacher
conferences 4:00-6:30

thtbkrfatibnl Walk trd €
School Day

Parent/Teacher
conferences 4:00-7:30

°  New for 08-09, we will begin our mornings with Rise and Shine. On Monday, Wednesday and Friday, students
will assemble in the gym from 8:20-8:45. Together as a community of learners, our students will recite the
pledge, hear the daily announcements and learn more about the character trait of the week. CNN will be hosted
by our 5th grade news teams on Tuesday and Thursdays.

° Drop off in the morning seems to be going smoothly. Breakfast is being served starting at 8:15. If students
arrive early, he/she should sit in the gym.

o

Pick up continues to run smoothly. Be sure to pull ahead as far as you can, so that others may pull up behind

you. As you wait for your student, please keep moving forward. We will get your child to you as quickly as

possilbe.

If you park in the parking lot, please meet your child on the sidewalk directly in front of the building.

School Hours: 8:35—3:35
AM Kindergarten 8:35—11:35

PM Kindergarten 12:35—3:35

scho
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Cottonwood Site Council

The purpose of the Cottonwood Site Council is to:

information about school improvement.

®  Provide other assistance that the school may request.

at 4:30 in the library.

e  Provide advice and counsel to the school in evaluating performance goals and objectives.
e  Help determine methods, which could be used by the school to meet the goals and objectives.

e  Serve as a liaison between the school, school organizations, the community, and the local board of education by collecting and disseminating

If you are interested in being a part of this group, please call or e -mail Mrs. Rooks. We welcome new members. Our first meeting is September 8th

District Calendar

Andover USD 385’s district calendar is on the district web site,
www.usd385.org. Having the calendar online is cost-effective,
improves accuracy and allows quick and easy access to up-to-date
information.

Simply go to your child’s school on the online
calendar and find all the information for that school. If
you need to know the sporting events for middle school
and high school, you may search by school name,
football, basketball, Trojan Events or Jaguar Events.

mE=

If you do not have access to the Internet, please ?UEE SCC)HVOEES
contact your child’s school or Andover USD 385 District
Office at 218-4660. We’'ll be happy to print the calendar information

you'd like.

Parking

Parent and visitor parking is located to the south of
the main doors. The curbside in front of the building
is designated as a FIRE ZONE. Cars must not be
parked in this area.

Visit the Cottonwood
website at

www.usd385.org

In support of the School Safety Plan, all visitors (including parents and volunteers)
must enter the office, sign in, and wear an identification badge

before proceeding to any classroom in the building.
Only the front doors of Cottonwood will be unlocked during the school day.

55— 35

Our heartfelt congratulations go out to our very own
Ms. Fredrick (the school counselor), who recently
got married and is now Mrs. Faust!

Be sure to congratulate her when you see her!

MISSION STATEMENT
We will work together at Cottonwood Elementary to be
responsible, respectful and resourceful lifeng learners.

We will do what is right.

®

School Communication

informed through email.

Communication between home and school is crucial to a well-rounded education. Please be sure to check your child’s back pack
daily. Many teachers send class newsletters, schoolwork, community opportunities, etc. on Fridays or Mondays. If you want to
check your child’s progress before Parent Teacher Conferences (Oct. 6, 7, & 9), call the teacher to schedule an appointment or stay
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Cottonwood Expectations for Behavior

The Cottonwood staff and students value the dignity of all members of our school community. A positive, consistent
approach to discipline which focuses on safety, respect, communication, self-discipline, problem-solving,
development of a positive self-image and prevention of discipline problems is used at Cottonwood. We will
encourage and teach our children to become increasingly independent, to act responsibly, to make positive choices
and to manage their own behavior.

HS & MS Sporting Events.

All Cottonwood students received a Student ID card on
August 29th. This student ID allows the student
admission for $1.00 at home games.

AHS, AMS, ACHS and ACMS appreciate your support
and your attendance at games. To help make the
games safe and enjoyable for all the Trojan/Jaguar
fans, please make sure your children watch the game
from the stands. Children should be supervised at all
times and should not play in the concession area or at
the top of the stands. Thank you for your assistance in
this matter and we look forward to seeing you at the
games.

Picture Day will be Thursday,
Sept. 4th. Every student will
have their picture taken on
this day. If you wish to
purchase a picture packet,
the pictures have to be
prepaid by the morning of
Sept. 4th. Order forms have
beensent = /A//—\ home.

O

Go Trojans/Jaguars!

SHOW YOUR SCHOOL PRIDE!!

The Cottonwood PTO is taking orders for
school t-shirts and sweatshirts through
Sept. 8th. Order forms have gone The deadline for pre-purchasing the yearbooks will
home with the students. T-shirts be October 6th.
are $9.00 & $11.00 and sweat-

shirts are $12.00 and $15.00.
Please call Brandy Gaddis at 644-9422 with
any questions.

The 2008-09 yearbooks are now

on sale for $15.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
CAMPBELL UPCOGS
TYSON A+ LABELS

EC 3

Our goal is to collect $3500 worth of Box Tops, Super Box Tops, Campbell’s and Tyson
A+ labels.

A collection bag was sent home with students for all the box tops and labels that were saved over
summer vacation. Please fill that bag up and return it to school with your child. Every child who returns
the bag will be entered in a drawing to win one of five Alley Entertainment Packs which include 5 free
games of bowling and 5 free go-cart passes!!
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New Teacher Introductions

We welcome several shiny new faces this year to Cottonwood. When you see them, make sure to introduce to yourselves to them. In order for you

to |l earn more about our new
the lookout next month for additional new teachers and staff!

staff,

Mr. Kyle Hesterman is one of our 1* grade teachers. Mr. Hester-
man received his Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Educa-
tion from Kansas State University. His favorite subjects in school
were Health, Writing, and Art. For fun, Kyle likes to work out,
play guitar, and listen to music. When asked why he chose to go
into teaching, he said, “I1 e
man’s goal is to encourage

we' ve intervi eweliketdslre. Beoa s

AL

Mrs. Anna Mitchell joins Cottonwood with 20 yrs. teaching ex-
perience. Mrs. Mitchell will be teaching 4™ grade. She also at-
tended Kansas State University and received her Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Elementary Education. Her favorite school subjects
were Writing, Language Arts, and Social Studies. She has 4 chil-
dren ranging in age from 18 to 23 yrs. old. Mrs. Mitchell said that
she went into teaching because she had a really good teacher who
inspired her; therefore, she wanted to have that impact on other
children as well. For fun, Anna enjoys gardening and spending
time with family and friends. Her goal for her students is for each
of them to reach their full potential!

Ms. Mary Kay McCall is our new School Librarian. Mary Kay has been
teaching in the Andover School District for 21 years! She received a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Wesleyan College, a Master of Arts from

Kaélsas State\x[]JLmKeran and %’1\3 MeglahSpe?%ahst deggeq from Fl&ﬁ Hays Hel
in?r%ty e]tl ask%d what o avorlte SUbJeCtﬁ in school were, she
respond we quote “The L

hobbies include readlng (of course), music, gardening, and antiquing. She
chose to go into teaching because of her love for learning and for kids.

Ms. McCall's goals for this yesd
ing in all Cottonwood students.

Mrs. Jamie Clark is joining us after 9 years of teaching in Wich-
ita, USD259, to be one of our 2™ grade teacher.. Jamie received
her Bachelor of Science Degree in Education and an Early Child-
hood Endorsement from Wichita State University. She also has her
Masters in Curriculum and Instruction from WSU. Mrs. Clark has
3 children ranging in age from 9 to 13 yrs. old. Her favorite
courses in school were Art, Biology, and Brain Research (how the
brain learns). In her spare time, she loves to cook, read, and watch
WSU basketball. Mrs. Clark chose to go into teaching because she
wants all students to reach their potential in life and to believe in
themselves. She feels that ALL children are important and have a
purpose. She hopes her students will increase their knowledge in
various subject areas as well as working to become fluent readers

Mrs. Cheryl Knocke joins the staff as one of our two new Administrative
Assistants. Mrs. Knocke was a substitute teacher in the District last year
after 8 years of working part-time for REO Direct. Cheryl received her
Bachelor of Music degree from Stevens Point University — Wisconsin in
Vocal Performance and Music History. She has 4 children ranging in age
from 6 to 15 yrs. ol d. Cheryl”’
THING to do with music, Language Arts, and History. During her spare
time, Cheryl performs in a Christian rock band, scrapbooks, and partici-
pates in all of her family’s ma
wood out of a great respect for the Andover teaching staff as well as her
love for kids. Her goals for the year are to serve the Cottonwood staff and
community of families while
to visit. The students call her Ms. Cheryl.

ma K i

Mrs. Tracy Burrus is our new afternoon Kindergarten teacher.
She will be teaching Kindergarten at Martin Elementary in the
mornings and at Cottonwood in the afternoons. Tracy is also a
seasoned teacher of 12 yrs. She received her Masters in Reading
from Northwest Missouri State University. Mrs. Burrus has 2
young children, ages 4 yrs. old and 14 months old. She said that
she went into teaching because of her love of children. Some of
her favorite past times are reading, running, going to the lake, and
spending time with family. Her goals for her students this year are
for each child to do their best and have great success in life!

Mrs. Jennifer Yamamoto is also one of our new Administrative Assis-
tants. Mrs. Yamamoto previously worked as an Administrative Assistant
at ROCKO. She received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology at
Sonoma State University in California where Jennifer and her husband are
from originally. Jennifer has 2 children, ages 5 and 8 yrs. old. Her favor-
ite subjects in school were Spanish and Choir. For fun, Jennifer loves
scrapbooking, making cards, and spending time with her family. Mrs.
Yamamoto came to Cottonwood because it fulfills her desire to be in a
school setting with the student
enjoys the activity and challenge that the office position provides. She
hope to create a warm and welcoming atmosphere for all those visiting the
office. The students call her Ms. Jennifer.

Welcome all new teachers and staft members!

king

ster

ewey
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Early Arriving Students

Please do not drop off your child before 8:20 as there is no supervision before school and safety is our
utmost concern. Students are not be in the hallways or classrooms before 8:25. If you need before school
child care, please contact the YMCA SACC program.

After School Arrangements

Please make after school arrangements, such as busing, parent pick ups, going home with friends, scouts, etc.
BEFORE sending your child to school in the morning. If your student is to do something other than his/her

nor mal routine, please send a note to the cl assr
is important and though we realize emergencies do arise, please limit phone calls regarding after school
arrangement changes.

Students in grades 3 -5 should have 2008-2009 PTO Board Members

received PowerSchool logins and Please welcome our new board for the 08  -09
passwords in the mail. PowerSchool school year. Thank you for jumping in with
' both feet!

is an on -line grade book that is
updated weekly by the classroom
teacher. Please call the office if _

. 5 . Treasurer: Brandy Gaddis
you didndt receivelfla |l etter.

Co-presidents: Mikki Cohen & Susan Dotson
Secretary: Lynne Schneider

Lostand Found: ( I wa OUz Y1 w EbUi EE
:OEaEl wpl zVIi WEOUI EEa:wi OUC
. collection started of sweatshirts, :
lunchboxes and other assorted items inf
- the hall to the right of the library. .

VOLUNTEER EXPECTATIONS

1. SIGN IN AND OUT IN THE OFFICE To promote school security, volunteers are asked to sign IN and OUT in
the office. All outside doors are locked after 8:40 a.m., except the main doors by the office.

2. VOLUNTEER IDENTIFICATIONPIlease secure and wear a volunteer identification badge while working
within the building.

WORK ROUTINES Work routines will be explained by the school staff with which each volunteer works.

4, RESPECT THE TEACHING/LEARNING PROCESS this by NOT using your time at school for an informal
parent-teacher conference. Please make other arrangements to discuss your child's progress with the
teacher.

5. SCHOOL ROUTINES Familiarize yourself with the rules and routines of the school and the classroom. Don't

be afraid to ask questions.

6. SIBLINGS- Pre-school children are often times a distraction when volunteering in classrooms. Volunteers
are encouraged to make other arrangements for young children.
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Counsel orsd Corner by Mrs. Marcie Faust

Welcome Back!!!

New Students:

We have several new faces this year at Cottonwood. We would like to give all of them a big Cottonwood welcome. Please help
in making them feel at home. We will be starting a new student group in August to help them with their transition. We would
also like to welcome our new staff members. We are glad they are here. If you have any questions about the group or any
suggestions on how we can help call me at 218 -4620 ext. 2.

Looking for Character:

In September, Cottonwood staff members wil/| begin Il ooking fo
are caught showing good character (Respect, Citizenship, Responsibility, Trustworthiness, Caring, Cooperation, etc.) will be
given a slip of paper with their name and the reason theyenwe
of each week; there will be a drawing from those names for prizes. All slips will be returned to the students, so look for t hem
at the end of each week. | have ordered some really cool prizes. So please reaffirm good behavior at home with your chil-

dren.

Classroom Guidance:

| have established my visitation schedule and am looking forward to working with all the students. | will be visiting the cl ass-
rooms twice each month. This month all students will be discussing Friendship. This will help them become better acquainted
with all their new friends. Friendship is a relationship to someone with whom we enjoy sharing our thoughts, ideas and time.

Paying Attention.

Group and Individual Counseling:

I will be allowing time each day to speak with children who would like to come in and visit one -on-one. Please let your student s
know that confidentiality will always be respected. They can place a note in my box or let their teachers know if they need to
visit with me. | will also continue to do small groups. The groups include: friendship, divorce, grief, new kids, bullying , anger
management, study skills etcé Pl ease |l et me know of any qu-€d
Testing:

9/24 -9/25: Second grade Reading Diagnostic

Testing Tips:

-Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep.
-Please feed your child a good breakfast.
-Make sure you remind your child of the importance to do their very best.

I have a lot of wonderful parenting resources. Please let me know if | can be of any help to you. Cottonwood Elementary 218 -
4620 ext. 2.

oAl I l'ife is an experiment. The more experi men

Someone once said, OA good friend is more valuable than gol d!
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