[image: image1.wmf]Welcome to social studies!  We will be studying map skills, geographic concepts, countries around the world, economics and history.  Through a variety of resources including books, technology and audio-visual equipment we will enhance learning and build a community within our class.

Please read through the following classroom policies, ask any necessary questions and sign, along with your parents, and return one copy to me as your first social studies assignment, due Friday, August 27th - NO EXCUSES!!  
1. BE RESPECTFUL!  If I am talking or a fellow student is speaking, listen…with your mouth closed!  (  Property belonging to others, your teacher or the school is not to be mistreated in any way.      

2. It is a requirement in our classroom to be responsible for yourself and your work.  It is imperative that you turn in your work on the day it is due…late work reflects poorly on you as a student.  While situations arise that may deem exceptions, do not take advantage of my generosity.  If an assignment is not completed on the assigned due date, your score will automatically be reduced to a 50%.  You then have until the end of the content chapter to complete the assignment for partial credit.  A forgotten assignment results in a zero, so be sure to complete ALL assignments!  Late work for absences will be handled according to the AMS student handbook.  

3. Be proud of who you are and remember to put your name on your paper!!  If you forget it is an automatic zero as I will not hunt you down!  Before turning in your assignment, please highlight your name to be sure you have written it on your paper.  Write your name first and check for it last!!!
4. Come to class prepared.  If you do not have it when the bell rings, you cannot go get it.  I realize it is tough to get back into the swing of things and I will allow you some leniency for the first few weeks.  However, once the “grace” period has passed, if you are not prepared, you must accept the consequences of your choices which often result in a conduct point.  Organization is crucial to a successful year!    

6. All grading is on a total point scale.  Low scores for daily assignments and missing work will severely affect your grade – AVOID THESE!!!   While extra credit opportunities may present themselves as the year progresses it will not be accepted if you have ANY zeros in the grade book.  
The following grade scale will be used in our class:

A = 100 – 90%
B = 89 – 80%

C = 79 – 70%

D = 69 – 60%

F = 59% and below

Necessary supplies:  Each student should have a folder for social studies. It along with paper, pens/pencils, their textbooks and library books along with any other supplemental handouts should come to class EVERYDAY!  There will also be days where other supplies are necessary and the students will be made aware of these as they arise.
I am excited for a rewarding year filled with responsible, intelligent students who demonstrate growth in all they do!
______________________________________________________________________________
Student signature: _________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian signature: ___________________________________________________________________
Please sign both copies returning one to Mrs. Woods and keeping the other in your folder!!

